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SUBJECT: MAY 9 CABINET "DECISION" ON QADOUM 
REF: TEL AVIV 3201 

SUMMARY: ISRAELI CABINET, AT ITS MEETING MAY 9, ADOPTED COMPROMISE 
RESUOUTION ON WEST BANK SETTLEMENT POLICY IN GENERAL AND QADOUM 
IN PARTICULAR. RESOLUTION, ADOPTED BY VOTE OF 14-2 (MAPAMV3 (NRP), 
DECLARED THAT NO SETTLEMENT WOULD BE ESTABLISHED AT QADOUM BUT 
DECLARED GOVERNMENT INTENTION TO INCREASE SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY 
BOTH IN ISRAEL PROPER AND IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. RESOLUTION 
ALSO REAFFIRMED THAT SETTLEMENTS WILL BE ESTABLISHED ONLY WITH 
GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZATION AND SAID THAT QADOUM SETTLERS WILL BE 
TRANSFERRED TO ALTERNATIVE SITE "IN THE NEAR FUTURE". BEFORE 
ADOPTING COMPROMISE RESOLUTION, CABINET REJECTED EXTREME PROPOSALS 
FROM BOTH MAP AM AND NRP. 

END SUMMARY. 
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1 . THE ISRAELI CABINET AT ITS REGULAR MEETING MAY 9 REACHED 

AN EXPECTED COMPROMISE DECISION REGARDING WEST BANK SETTLEMENT 
POLICY AND, SPECIFICALLY, THE FUTURE OF THE UNAUTHORIZED SETTLE- 
MENT CURRENTLY LOCATED AT QADOUM. THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED 
ONLY AFTER A TEN-HOUR DEBATE AND CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING 
ELEMENTS: THE GOVERNMENT FAVORS INCREASED SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY 
INCLUDING SETTLEMENTS IN OCCUPIED TERRITORY; THE GOVERNMENT WILL PREV 
ENT 

UNAUTHORIZED SETTLEMENT ATTEMPTS; SETTLEMENT DECISIONS WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE MADE BY AN INTERMINISTERIAL COMMITTEE SUBJECT 
TO THE APPROVAL OF THE CABINET; NO SETTLEMENT WILL BE ESTABLISHED 
AT QADOUM, AND SETTLERS NOW THERE WILL BE TRANSFERRED ELSEWHERE 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE. (TEXT OF RESOLUTION TRANSMITTED REFTEL.) 

2. THE COMPROMISE WAS SUPPORTED BY FOURTEEN MINISTERS (LABOR 
AND INDEPENDENT LIBERALS) AND OPPOSED BY TWO (MAPAM). THE 
THREE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PARTY (NRP) MINISTERS ABSTAINED. IN 
PRIOR VOTES . THE CABINET DEFEATED EXTREME RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED 
BY THE NRP AND MAPAM. 

3. THE NRP PROPOSAL, WHICH RECEIVED NO SUPPORT FROM OTHER 
MINISTERS, CALLED FOR UNLIMITED SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY AND 
STRESSED THE "ETERNAL AND UNCHALLENGEABLE RIGHT" OF THE JEWISH 
PEOPLE TO SETTLE IN ALL PARTS OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL. IT ALSO 
STATED THAT IF QADOUM IS DEEMED "OBJECTIVELY UNSUITED" FOR 

A PERMANENT SETTLEMENT, THE GROUP NOW THERE SHOULD BE OFFERED 
ANOTHER SITE "IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT SETTLEMENT PLANS 
IN SAMARIA." 

4. THE MAPAM PROPOSAL WOULD HAVE DEMANDED THE IMMEDIATE REMOVAL 
OF THE QADOUM SETTLEMENT. THE MAPAM MINISTERS EXPRESSED 
DISPLEASURE WITH A COMPROMISE SOLUTION SINCE IN THAT CASE "THE 
DIVISIVE PUBLIC DEBATE WOULD CONTINUE." THEY ALSO ACCUSED 

GUSH EMUNIM OF SEEKING TO FORCE THE NATION TO ACCEPT ITS EX- 
TREMIST PHILOSOPHY THROUGH VIOLENCE AND DEMONSTRATIONS. 

5. DEFENSE MINISTER PERES REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED THE VIEW 
THAT THE QADOUM SETTLEMENT SHOULD REMAIN. HE STRESSED THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF SETTLING IN SAMARIA FOR SECURITY REASONS, 

ADDING THAT HE DID NOT REGARD SETTLEMENTS THERE AS HINDER- 
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ING PEACE SINCE THERE WAS NO PARTY AVAILABLE IN ANY CASE WITH 
WHOM TO MAKE PEACE. 

6. MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO ISRAEL GALILI, WHO AS CHAIRMAN 
OF THE CABINET COMMITTEE OF SETTLEMENT IS CREDITED WITH HAVING 
DRAFTED THE COMPROMISE RESOLUTION, HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE 
AFTER THE CABINET MEETING TO ELABORATE ON THE DECISION. HE 
PRESENTED THE ACTION OF THE CABINET AS AN ATTEMPT TO RESTORE 
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GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY AND CAUTIONED THE QADOUM SETTLERS THAT THEY 
COULD NOT POSSIBLY REFUSE TO MOVE ELSEWHERE. GALILI ADDED 
THAT HE WAS SURE A MAJORITY OF MINISTERS COULD BE OBTAINED 
TO ENSURE THAT ITS DECISIONS WERE IMPLEMENTED BY FORCE IF 
NECESSARY. HE EMPHASIZED THAT "THERE WILL BE NO PARTISAN 
SETTLEMENT HERE. ANY GROUP WHICH UNDERMINES THE FOUNDATIONS 
OF OUR DEMOCRATIC PROCESS THEREBY WEAKENS OUR CAMPAIGN FOR 
PERMANENT AND DEFENSIBLE BORDERS..." GALILI DID NOT MENTION 
THE EXACT LOCATION OF POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE SITES BUT SAIT THAT 
THIS WOULD BE DICTATED BY THE RIGHTS OF EXISTING RESIDENTS, 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SITE IN THE STRUGGLE FOR SECURE BORDERS 
AND ITS EFFECT ON THE PROSPECTS FOR FUTURE PEACE. GALILI REFERRED 
TO PRIME MINISTER RABIN'S ALLEGED VIEW THAT THE QADOUM GROUP 
SHOULD BE GIVEN "A FEW WEEKS" TO CONSIDER ALTERNATIVE SETTLE- 
MENT SITES. 

7. NRP GENERAL SECRETARY BERNSTEIN DESCRIBED THE CABINET 
DECISION AS "DISAPPOINTING". HE FEARED THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
WOULD NOT ALLOW THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JEWISH SETTLEMENT IN 
SAMARIA AND EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THE CABINET RESOLUTION 
DEPRIVES THE QADOUM SETTLERS OF THE "MINIMUM STATUS" WHICH 
THEY HELD HITHERTO. BERNSTEIN EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THIS 
DECISION WOULD NOT BE THE CABINET'S LAST WORD. 

8. THE CABINET DECISION ALSO DISAPPOINTED LIKUD CIRCLES. THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE HERUT EXECUTIVE (MK YITZHAK SHAMIR) SAID IT 

IS UNFORTUNATE THAT THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT DECIDE IN FAVOR OF 
JEWISH SETTLEMENT THROUGHOUT THE LAND OF ISRAEL. THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE LIBERAL PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE (ARYE DULZIN) SAID THAT 
"THE RESOLUTION, WHICH ANYONE CAN INTERPRET ANYWAY HE WANTS, 

PROVES THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS IN A STATE OF CONFUSION AND HAS 
NO POWER TO DECIDE. I DON'T THINK THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL 
DARE TO REMOVE QADOUM...". 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 TEL AV 03217 101543Z 


9. THE LEFT-WING OF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM ALSO EXPRESSED 
DISAPPOINTMENT WITH THE CABINET DECISION. MAP AM KNESSET 
MEMBER DOV ZAKIN SAID THAT HE WOULD SUBMIT AN URGENT MOTION 
FOR THE KNESSET TO DISCUSS THE DECSION. MK SHULAMIT ALONI 
(CITIZEN'S RIGHTS) FELT THAT "AFTER 10 HOURS OF DISCUSSION 
THE CABINET COULD HAVE COME UP WITH A LESS EVASIVE DECISION." 
DUNNIGAN 
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